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PRESIDEnT Kerry Stafford

the year ended in hopeful expectation of the productivity 
Commission’s final report into Disability Care and Support.  
the sector appreciated both the draft report’s acknowledgement 
that the current system is “broken and inequitable” as well as  
its commitment to a “social insurance” approach to funding 
disability services. 

that the Commission backed the continued funding 
of organisations engaged in systemic advocacy – like 
Brain Injury Australia and its Members – was also 
very welcome. But the Commission’s inquiry also 
served as a reminder of both the opportunities and 
challenges in raising awareness about a disability that 
remains “invisible”. 

In its two submissions to the inquiry, Brain Injury Australia 
questioned the faulty presupposition in the Commission’s 
thinking: that people with a disability comprise a coherent 
population who know both their disability and their needs 
arising from it and can not only express those needs, 
but pursue them for the purposes of receiving disability 
services and support, including advocacy. 

there are not only individual people with an acquired 
brain injury who languish on the outskirts of disability 
service provision, but whole populations that are 
genuinely unknown to government. 2009’s Australian 
Bureau of Statistics’ Survey of Disability, Ageing and 
Carers did not, for instance, capture “persons living in 
very remote areas”. Around 1 in 4 of the half a million 
Indigenous Australians live in very remote areas. their 
rates of acquired brain injury are around triple that of 
non-Indigenous Australians. It also excluded “persons 
living in gaols or correctional institutions”; comprising 

around 30,000 adult prisoners and 1,000 juvenile justice 
detainees. Brain Injury Australia’s 2009-2010 policy 
paper demonstrated that as many as 60 per cent of 
prisoners may have sustained an acquired brain injury. 
the effects of brain injury on behaviour and thinking 
place those with the disability at the highest risk of 
re-offending and re-imprisonment. Yet acquired brain 
injury receives little recognition throughout the criminal 
justice system. And just as Australia’s adult prisoners and 
juvenile justice detainees are ineligible for services funded 
under Medicare or the pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, 
it remains unclear whether they will be included in any 
proposed “National Disability Insurance Scheme”. 

Brain Injury Australia understands that the last time a 
disability insurance scheme was floated – in the early 
1970s – it was sunk, in part, by the sector’s infighting 
about who would be “in” or “out”. Clearly, no disability 
services system is infinitely extendable. But the 
“invisibility” of offenders with an acquired brain injury 
only shows how much awareness-raising work is still to 
be done. 

Alongside the unmet needs of offenders with an acquired 
brain injury, Brain Injury Australia has continued its 
awareness-raising work related to the topics of its other 
policy papers: on the leading cause of traumatic brain 

injury throughout the developed world – falls, due to population ageing; 
and the leading cause of death and disability in children who have been 
abused – inflicted traumatic brain injury, sometimes referred to as “shaken 
baby syndrome”. the conference and other presentations delivered by Brain 
Injury Australia’s executive officer, Nick Rushworth, have raised awareness 
of the disability, as well as the profile and credibility of the organisation and 
its membership. they have also resulted in significant fee-for-service and 
donation income. 

Changes to Brain Injury Australia’s “Rules of Association” relating to the 
size and structure of the Board came into effect at November’s Annual 
General Meeting. Along with quarterly meetings of the Network of Brain 
Injury Australia’s Member organisation Chief executive officers and executive 
officers, this has achieved significant administrative costs savings, closer 
engagement between Brain Injury Australia and its Member organisations, 
and a better alignment between Brain Injury Australia’s governance 
and operations. 

None of this would have been possible without the dedication – and 
patience – of Brain Injury Australia’s volunteer Board. I would especially like 
to acknowledge Brain Injury Australia’s long-serving treasurer, Deb Byrne, 
for many years of service and advice. Appreciation and thanks to Jennifer 
Cullen who has also provided several years of service and advice as a 
Director and Vice president. particular thanks to Synapse’s for their generous 
offer that our Queensland Member organisation take on Brain Injury 
Australia’s administrative functions, at no cost, to fund Brain Injury Australia’s 
employment of a project officer. I would also like to thank Directors Roger 
Chung, Sharon Strugnell, Megan Barratt and David Hounsome. 

Brain Injury Australia’s executive officer, Nick Rushworth, and office 
Manager, Robert Curran continued to serve the organisation well and I look 
forward to its continuing success and prosperity.

Kerry stafford 
President
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EXCuTIVE OFFICER Nick Rushworth

EXECuTIVE RepoRt

this was a year for consolidation. After almost a year of being 
homeless, Brain Injury Australia was able to secure permanent 
premises at a site that offers significant opportunities and synergies 
with our work – the Royal Rehabilitation Centre Sydney, home to 
one of fourteen specialist brain injury rehabilitation facilities in New 
South Wales, as well as an array of other services and academic 
research centres in disability. 

With the re-joining of Western Australia’s “Headwest” 
and the successful application of the Northern territory’s 
“Integrated Disability Action”, Brain Injury Australia 
now has Full Member organisations in each State, and 
two Associate Members in the Northern territory. As a 
means of enhancing Member organisations’ engagement 
with the national body, Brain Injury Australia has also 
established a “Network” of its Chief executive and 
executive officers, which meets quarterly. 

this has allowed Brain Injury Australia to produce two 
genuinely national submissions to the productivity 
Commission’s “Inquiry into Long-term Disability Care 
and Support”. the first reflected consultations with both 
Member organisations and their members (and it was 
quoted half a dozen times in the Commission’s draft 
report). the second reflected the specific concerns of 
people with an acquired brain injury, their family members 
and carers living in regional, rural and remote Australia. 
Community consultations were held in Lismore and 
Bathurst in New South Wales and in Hobart, Launceston 
and Burnie in tasmania. Brain Injury Australia was 
also able to arrange three other consultations – in the 
jurisdiction with the nation’s highest prevalence rates 
of acquired brain injury, the Northern territory – in Alice 
Springs and Mutitjulu.

Brain Injury Australia has continued to offer acquired 
brain injury awareness-raising conference and other 
presentations around the topics of its annual policy 
papers: on the leading cause of traumatic brain injury 
– falls (due to the ageing of the population); and on the 
leading cause of death and disability in children who 
have been abused – inflicted traumatic brain injury (a 
large subgroup of which is referred to as “shaken baby 
syndrome”). Brain Injury Australia has written articles 
on falls-related traumatic brain injury for the Aged Care 
Association of Australia, Aged Care Insite, National 
Seniors “50 Something” and Link magazines, and has 
presented to the annual conferences of the Aged Care 
Association Australia and the Australian Association of 
Gerontology national conferences. Brain Injury Australia 
has presented on inflicted traumatic brain injury in children 
to the Association of Children’s Welfare Agencies’ and 
the Australasian Institute of Judicial Administration’s 
annual conferences, to the Australian Institute of Health 
and Welfare and the New South Wales Council of 
Social Services and delivered a series of fee-for-service 
awareness presentations to child protection caseworkers 
and caseworker managers from the Community Services 
division of the NSW Department of Human Services and 
to the staff of KU Children’s Services. 

Furthermore, two specific invitations to Brain Injury Australia to present – to 
the conjoint Australasian trauma Society/ National trauma Research Institute 
2010 Annual Scientific Meeting, and to 21st Anniversary dinner of New South 
Wales’ Brain Injury Rehabilitation program – may give some indication both 
that awareness of acquired brain injury is “catching up” with other disabilities 
and that organisations involved in acquired brain injury advocacy have grown 
in acceptance with clinicians, allied health, with government.

2010’s Brain Injury Awareness Week was devoted to falls-related traumatic brain 
injury in older Australians. For a topic that may have promised low community 
interest, around thirty radio interviews and print pieces resulted. the Week 
also benefitted greatly from the visual campaign of posters and postcards 
generated from expertise donated by graphic designer Kevin Bathman 
(a sample appears opposite). 

 A large part of the second half of the year was spent in preparation of Brain 
Injury Australia’s 2010-2011 policy paper – on people with an acquired 
brain injury and the criminal justice. Local and international surveys of both 
head injuries with loss of consciousness and chronic substance abuse are 
suggestive of very high rates – as high as 60 per cent – of acquired brain injury 
among detainees in juvenile justice and adult corrections. While the problems 
of cognition and behaviour specific to acquired brain injury place offenders 
at the some of the highest risks of re-offending and re-incarceration, the 
disability receives little recognition and attention throughout the criminal justice 
system. Brain Injury Australia has benefited greatly from the pro bono research 
conducted by law firm Blake Dawson as well as the work of University of New 
South Wales interns Liza Nadolksa and emilio ordenes, and Rachel Cotter from 
the New South Wales Brain Injury Rehabilitation Directorate.

Nothing of the above would have been possible without the superb 
administrative skills of Brain Injury Australia’s office Manager, Robert Curran. 
Brain Injury Australia also gratefully acknowledges the pro bono support of 
law firm Freehills, as well the volunteer work of our Facebook administrators, 
Liz Harrison and Lisa Humphries. I also want to thank Brain Injury Australia’s 
president, Kerry Stafford, and the Board for their continued support. 

nick Rushworth 
Executive Officer 
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TREASuRER Neil Federer

TREASuRER’S RepoRt

the Financial Year 2011 (FY11) audited 
Financial statements for Brain Injury Australia 
(BIA) form part of the Annual Report of BIA. 

BIA is principally funded by grants provided 
by the Australian Government Department of 
Families, Housing, Community Services and 
Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA) under the National 
Disability Secretariat program. 

the funds provided by FaHCSIA are channelled 
to advocacy work which aims to ensure that all 
people living with an Acquired Brain Injury (ABI) 
have access to the supports and resources that 
they need to optimise their social and economic 
participation. this goal is achieved through BIA 
and a national network of state member bodies 
working collaboratively.  

I would like to acknowledge the work of 
executive officer (eo) Nick Rushworth in 
ensuring BIA operates within its budget and also 
the pro-bono support of Synapse who during 
part of FY11 have undertaken the finance and 
administration function on behalf of BIA. Synapse 
has agreed to work with BIA and Mr Rushworth 
to make possible administration savings which 
may enable additional research and technical 
support to be provided to the eo of BIA – 
assisting BIA in delivering an even stronger 
representation for all people living with an ABI. 

Specifically, in FY11 revenue and costs increased 
by some 13% and 14% respectively. the 
increase in costs did in part enable specific 
research projects and policy positions to be 
put to government. Going forward, building on 
the organisation’s revenue position will enable 
BIA to extend its advocacy work which is a 
strategic commitment of the Board. Also, the 
Board will continue to petition for increased 
funding and seek other opportunities to enable 
BIA to undertake projects and research that 

again will enable even greater representation 
of the ABI community.  In FY11 grant revenue 
increased by nearly 10% and other revenue (non-
government) increased by 44%. Mr Rushworth 
is to be congratulated for continuing to identify 
opportunities for increasing BIA’s revenue from 
activities which remain inside the charter of BIA.

Stewart, Brown and Co, Chartered Accountants 
have provided an unqualified audit opinion for 
FY11 which reflects a profit of $22,445 resulting 
in an increase in net assets from $154,509 to 
$176,509, of which, current assets are $193,913 
– principally cash or cash equivalents. Cash 
reserves are held to ensure BIA can consider 
future opportunities of significance to promote 
the needs of all people living with an ABI. Such 
an opportunity may require the internal funding of 
additional human resources or a special project. 
It is therefore extremely important for the ABI 
community that the peak national body be well 
funded and maintains a strong balance sheet. 
this will remain a focus for the Board.

BIA’s most recent office Manager, Mr Robert 
Curran has for many years shown outstanding 
diligence in managing the financial affairs of BIA. 
the Board would like to thank Robert for his 
many years of commitment to BIA and wish him 
an enjoyable and healthy retirement. 

I commend the financial reports to our 
members and with confidence, acknowledge 
the commitment of the Board in ensuring that 
BIA remains able to meet its future financial 
obligations.

neil Federer
Treasurer
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‘As many as 80 per cent of 
offenders report brain injury.’ 
Far too many Australians with a brain injury are in juvenile 
detention or adult prisons. Yet, while the problems they 
experience with thinking and behaviour place them at the highest 
risk of re-offending, brain injury gets little recognition within the 
criminal justice system. 

Detainees don’t qualify for programs that might help them stay out of 
jail. neither do they don’t qualify for offender rehabilitation programs 
that might help stop the cycle. 

Jail costs more than $200 per prisoner per day, we need to lobby 
Australian governments to invest in services and support to bring 
an end to the cycle and prevent people with a brain injury from 
re‑offending or committing crime in the first place.
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BRAIn InJuRY AuSTRAlIA’S ROlE

•	 Advocate	for	government	program	allocations	and	policies	that	
reflect the needs and priorities of people with acquired brain 
injury and their families;

•	 Provide	effective	and	timely	input	into	policy,	legislation	and	
program development through active contact with Australian 
Government ministers, parliamentary representatives, Australian 
Government departments and agencies, and national 
disability organisations;

•	 Initiate	and	coordinate	national	projects;

•	 Increase	national	public	awareness	of	acquired	brain	injury	
through the implementation of public information programs;

•	 Monitor	Australian	Government	consumer	consultation	
processes to ensure that these are of a quality that is meaningful 
and inclusive of people with acquired brain injury and their 
families; and

•	 Develop	strategic	alliances	that	support	and	enhance	the	
achievement of its strategic objectives.

Brain Injury Australia is the peak Acquired Brain Injury 
(ABI) advocacy organisation representing, through its 
State and territory Member organisations, the needs 
of people with an ABI, their families and carers. 

It works at a national level to ensure that all people living with Acquired Brain Injury 
have access to the supports and resources they need to optimise their social and 
economic participation in the community.

Brain Injury Australia advocates for Australian Government policies, programs and 
services that reflect the needs and priorities of people with an ABI, their families 
and carers. It provides input into policy, legislation and program development 
through active contact with Australian Government ministers, parliamentary 
representatives, Australian Government departments and agencies, and national 
disability organisations.

Formerly known as Head Injury Council of Australia, Brain Injury Australia was 
formed at the first national community-based conference on ABI in 1986.

BRAIn INJURY AuSTRAlIA
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the disability called Acquired Brain Injury – or “ABI” – refers to 
any damage to the brain that occurs after birth. 

that damage can be caused by an accident or trauma, 
by a stroke, or a brain infection, by alcohol or other drug 
abuse, by a lack of supply of oxygen or by diseases of 
the brain like Huntington’s disease.

Brain injury is common. over 1.6 million Australians are 
affected with some form of ABI – that’s over one in 12 
(World Health organisation, 2006).

three out every four of them are aged less than 65. As 
many as two out of every three acquired their brain injury 
before they turned 25. three out of every four are men.

the leading cause of acquired brain injury is what’s 
called a stroke – where the supply of blood to a person’s 
brain is stopped by a clot or bleeding. It often results 
in physical disability as well as changes in a person’s 
thinking and emotions. In 2003, as many as 350,000 
Australians reported having had a stroke at some time 
in their lives. Around 60,000 new strokes occur every 
year – a number that’s growing as Australia’s population 
ages. Strokes normally occur in older age people, but 
around one in every five strokes happens to a person 
aged less than 55.

the next largest category of acquired brain injury is 
those caused by an accident or trauma – traumatic brain 
injury, or “tBI”. It is an injury the result of force applied to 
the head. over 22,000 Australians went to hospital as a 
result of a traumatic brain injury during 2004-2005. Most 
of those traumatic brain injuries – over two in every five – 
were caused by a fall, nearly one in three due to a motor 
vehicle accident, one in six from an assault.

Because it is the brain that is injured, people can 
experience a range of disabilities that will affect 
them physically but also in the way they think, feel 
and behave.

BRAIn InJuRY AuSTRAlIA’S OPERATIng 
PRInCIPlES

•	 A	professional	and	responsible	approach	in	
representing people living with an ABI;

•	 Decision-making	processes	which	include	
consultation with people living with an ABI, their 
families and carers and its Member organisations;

•	 A	balanced	recognition	of	the	needs	of	all	people	 
with a disability and other disadvantaged groups;

•	 An	effective,	democratic	and	participative	approach	 
to governance; and

•	 Full	financial	and	program	accountability	to	
membership and to funding agencies.

BRAIn InJuRY AuSTRAlIA’S 
STRuCTuRE

Brain Injury Australia’s membership is made up of State 
and territory-based brain injury associations which 
represent and provide support to people living with an 
ABI, their families and carers. Brain Injury Australia’s 
office is located in Sydney and employs one full-time and 
one part-time staff member. the executive is responsible 
to a Board of Management which meets bi-monthly 
and is composed of two delegates from each State 
Member organisation. Brain Injury Australia operates 
under an agreed set of Rules of Association and is an 
incorporated association.

ABOuT AQUIReD BRAIN INJURY (ABI)
COnTACT LIStING

BRAIn InJuRY AuSTRAlIA BuSInESS DETAIlS

Freecall 1800 BRAIN1 (1800 272 461)
Website www.braininjuryaustralia.org.au
Location  Weemala Flat, Building 27,  

Royal Rehabiltation Centre,  
227 Morrison Road, Ryde NSW 2112

ABn 77 314 074 922
ARBn 144 700 532

Incorporation name 
Brain Injury Australia (BIA) Incorporated

Association Incorporation number  A01850 (ACt)

BIA EXECuTIVE

President ................................ Kerry Stafford
treasurer ................................. Neil Federer
secretary ................................ Roger Chung 

BIA STAFF

executive officer .......... Nick Rushworth
office Manager ............... Robert Curran

BIA BOARD MEMBERS

David Hounsome Megan Barratt
Jennifer Cullen  Neil Federer
Kerry Stafford  Deborah Byrne 
Dr. Roger Chung  Sharon Strugnell 
Allan Huggins (until November, 2010)

MEMBER ORgAnISATIOnS

Brain Injury network of south Australia (BInsA)
Location: 70 Light Square  
 Adelaide SA 5000
phone: 08 8217 7600
Fax: 08 8211 8164
email: info@binsa.org
Website: www.binsa.org

synapse (formerly the Brain Injury Association  
of Queensland)
Location: Level 1  
 262 Montague Road  
 West end Qld 4101
phone 07 3137 7400
Fax: 07 3137 7452
email: info@synapse.org.au
Website: http://synapse.org.au

Brain Injury Association of nsW
Location: Suite 102, Level 1  
 3 Carlingford Road  
 epping NSW 2121
phone: 02 9868 5261
Fax: 02 9868 5619
email: mail@biansw.org.au
Website: www.biansw.org.au

somerville community services Inc.
Location: 147 Lee point Road  
 Wagaman Nt 0810
phone: 08 8920 4100
Fax: 08 8920 4101
email: scs@somerville.org.au
Website: www.somerville.org.au

Brain Injury Association of tasmania

Location: Sport & Recreation House  
 Selfs point Road  
 Cornelian Bay tAS 7008
phone: 03 6278 7299
Fax: 03 6228 0855
email: enquiries@biat.org.au
Website: www.biat.org.au

the Victorian coalition of ABI service Providers 
(VcAsP)
Location: po Box 900 
 Northcote VIC 3070
phone: 03 9939 8602
email: info@vcasp.org.au
Website: www.vcasp.org.au

Brain Injury Matters
Location: Level 4, Ross House 
 247 Flinders Lane,  
 Melbourne VIC 3000
phone: 03 9639 7222
email: bim_statewide@yahoo.com.au
Website: www.bim.org.au

Headwest (Brain Injury Association of WA, Inc.)
Location: 645 Canning Highway  
 Alfred Cove WA 6154
phone: 08 9330 6370  
Fax: 08 9317 2264
email: admin@headwest.asn.au
Website: www.headwest.asn.au
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Australia’s inaugural national awareness fundraising project 
was ‘bang on’.

PROJECT BRIEF

You’ve got to take your hats off to 
BANGoNABeANIe.com.au (BoAB). 
Not only was BoAB the first national 
project involving all member states, 
but it was more successful than 
perhaps anyone envisaged. 

Its aims were: 

1 Increase awareness of ABI  
in Queensland by 100%  
(A measure of the quantity and 
quality of reach achieved by the 
campaign’s promotional mix.)  

2 Fundraise through the sale 
of merchandise (resources) 
and donations. (A measure 
of quantity of beanies, t-shirts, 
stickers sold, amount of 
donations made via the BoAB 
website, direct sales, bank 
transfer and other means.) 

3 Build a network of Partners.  
(A measure of number of partners 
signed on to the BoAB project 
plus the number of organizations 
that sign on to sell merchandise 
as ‘consignees’). 

even though this was only the first 
year and the best of BoAB is yet to 
come, it has to be said …  
Mission accomplished!

HOw BOAB CAME ABOuT

BIA needed a branded concept that 
would work online, be fun, appeal 
to receptive age groups, and be 
marketable, thus attracting potential 
corporate partners. 

“BANGoNABeANIe.com.au” ticked 
all those boxes. the beanie idea 
was perfect, especially as Brian 
Injury Awareness Week takes place 
in Winter (15 – 21 August). people 
also associate beanies with comfort, 
they involve and protect the head, 
and also have the potential (at eye 
view) to attract attention.

IMMEDIATE RESulTS AnD 
FuTuRE POTEnTIAl

the BANGoNABeANIe.com.au 
project was a considerable success 
on all levels. 

Its results were: 

1 Nearly 3 million people were 
reached as a result of the overall 
promotions effort, reaching 
not only Queenslanders but an 
Australia-wide and overseas 
audience. 

2 Nearly $50,000 was raised as  
a result of the campaign.  

Nearly 6,000 beanies were sold 
(not including other merchandise) 

3 over 100 organisations took 
part in BANGoNABeANIe (as 
consignees and/or partners). 

However the most impressive 
aspect of this project is how well 
it was embraced by our partners, 
be they corporate partners, media 
partners or affiliate and not-for-profit 
partners. Altogether we attracted 
27 official partners and 80 Retail 
Consignees, the latter who helped 
us raise 60% of the projects’s overall 
income. 

proof positive of the longevity of the 
BANGoNABeANIe project is the 
fact that so many of our partners 
and consignees have already 
willingly put their hands up to again 
be part of this unique annual event.

A Fun, Informative 
Awareness project 

about ABI

ABOuT BANG oN A BeANIe (BoAB)

“I happened to come across your 
BANGONABEANIE campaign 
and thought it was very clever... 
Well done again on the initiative, 
it really is great!” 

– Ireland-based supporter  
(Acquired Brain Injury Ireland)

brain injury AuSTRAlIA  15 
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the accompanying Special purpose Financial Report 
has been prepared for the exclusive use of the Members 
of Brain Injury Australia (BIA) Incorporated. this financial 
report is not to be used by any other party unless 
accompanied with additional information concerning 
the Association’s financial position.
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30 JunE 2011

Brain Injury Australia (BIA) Incorporated 

ABn 77 314 074 922

Statement of fInanCIaL PoSItIon
As at 30 June 2011

Brain Injury Australia (BIA) Incorporated 

ABn 77 314 074 922

Statement of ComPReHeSIVe InCome
As at 30 June 2011

FInAnCIAl rePorT

BRAIN INJURY AUSTRALIA (BIA) INCORPORATED
A.B.N. 77 314 074 922

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
AS AT 30 JUNE 2011

1

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.

2011 2010
Note $ $

ASSETS
Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents 3 192,562 200,217
Trade and other receivables 4 1,351 9,266

Total current assets 193,913 209,483

Non-current assets
Property, plant and equipment 5 2,999 4,071

Total non current assets 2,999 4,071

TOTAL ASSETS 196,912 213,554

LIABILITIES
Current liabilities

Trade and other payables 6 19,958 59,045
Total current liabilities 19,958 59,045

TOTAL LIABILITIES 19,958 59,045

NET ASSETS 176,954 154,509

EQUITY
  Retained earnings 106,954 84,509
  Reserves 70,000 70,000

TOTAL EQUITY 176,954 154,509

BRAIN INJURY AUSTRALIA (BIA) INCORPORATED

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2011

2

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.

2011 2010
Note $ $

Revenue 2 222,509 196,422
222,509 196,422

Expenses
Administration expenses (17,683) (16,634)
Consultants and contractors (19,599) (2,403)
Depreciation and amortisation (865) (719)
Insurance (3,815) (4,244)
Rent (11,088) (2,913)
Salaries and employee benefits (114,987) (128,089)
Telephone expenses (3,661) (4,401)
Travel and accommodation (28,366) (15,437)

(200,064) (174,840)

Profit before income tax 22,445 21,582

Income tax expense - -

Profit for the year 22,445 21,582

Other comprehensive income - -

Total comprehensive income for the year 22,445 21,582
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30 JunE 2011

Brain Injury Australia (BIA) Incorporated 

ABn 77 314 074 922

Statement of CHanGeS In eQUItY
As at 30 June 2011

Brain Injury Australia (BIA) Incorporated 

ABn 77 314 074 922

Statement of CaSH fLoWS
As at 30 June 2011

FInAnCIAl rePorT

BRAIN INJURY AUSTRALIA (BIA) INCORPORATED

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2011

3

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.

Retained 
Earnings

Contingency 
Reserve Total

$ $ $

Balance as at 1 July 2009 132,927 - 132,927

Profit for year ended 30 June 2010 21,582 - 21,582

Other comprehensive income - - -

Transfer to / from reserves (70,000) 70,000 -

Balance at 30 June 2010 84,509 70,000 154,509

Profit for year ended 30 June 2011 22,445 - 22,445

Other comprehensive income - - -

Balance as at 30 June 2011 106,954 70,000 176,954

BRAIN INJURY AUSTRALIA (BIA) INCORPORATED

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2011

4

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.

2011 2010
Note $ $

Cash flows from operating activities
Receipts from donations and grants 225,232 199,582
Payments to suppliers and employees (239,387) (153,071)
Interest received - other 7,973 5,701

Net cash flows from operating activities 7 (6,182) 52,212

Cash flows from investing activities
Purchase of property, plant and equipment (1,473) -

Net cash flows from investing activities (1,473) -

Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents (7,655) 52,212

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the financial year 200,217 148,005

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the financial year 3 192,562 200,217
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note 1 – Statement of accounting policies

Reporting entity 
this financial report is for the Brain Injury Australia 
(BIA) Incorporated as an individual entity and domiciled 
in Australia. the Association is incorporated in the 
Australian Capital territory under the Associations 
Incorporation Act 1991. 

the financial statements were approved by the board on 
10 october 2011. 

Basis of preparation 
this financial report is a special purpose financial report 
prepared in order to satisfy the financial reporting 
requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act 1991 
(ACT). the board has determined that the association is 
not a reporting entity. 

the functional and presentation currency of the entity are 
Australian dollars. 

Historical cost convention 
the financial report has been prepared on an accruals 
basis and is based on historic costs and does not take 
into account changing money values or, except where 
specifically stated, current valuations of non-current 
assets. 

Significant accounting policies 
the principal accounting policies adopted in the 
preparation of the financial report are set out below. 
these policies have been consistently applied to all the 
years presented, unless otherwise stated. 

Comparatives 
Where required by Accounting Standards comparative 
figures have been adjusted to conform to changes in 
presentation for the current financial year. 

Where the entity has retrospectively applied an 
accounting policy, made a retrospective restatement or 
reclassified items in its financial statements, an additional 
statement of financial position as at the beginning of the 
earliest comparative period will be disclosed. 

Income Tax 
As Brain Injury Australia (BIA) Incorporated is a Charity 
and public Benevolent Institution it is exempt from 
income tax under Division 50 of the Income Tax 
Assessment Act 1997. 

goods and Services Tax (gST) 
Revenues, expenses and assets are recognised net of 
the amount of GSt except: 

(i) Where the GSt incurred on a purchase of goods and 
services is not recoverable from the taxation authority, 
in which case the GSt is recognised as part of the 
cost of acquisition of the asset or as part of the 
expense item as applicable; and    

(ii) Receivables and payables are stated with the amount 
of GSt included. 

the net amount of GSt recoverable from, or payable to, 
the taxation authority is included as part of receivables or 
payables in the statement of financial position.  

Cash flows are included in the statement of cash flows 
on a gross basis and the GSt component of cash flows 
arising from investing and financing activities, which is 
recoverable from, or payable to, the taxation authority, 
are classified as operating cash flows. Commitments 
and contingencies are disclosed net of the amount 
of GSt recoverable from, or payable to, the taxation 
authority. 

Revenue recognition 
Revenue is measured at the fair value of the 
consideration received or receivable after taking into 
account any trade discounts and volume rebates 
allowed. All revenue is stated net of the amount of goods 
and services tax (GSt). Revenue is recognised for the 
major business activities as follows: 

(i) Grants (including government grants) and donations  
Income arising from the contribution of an asset 
(including cash) is recognised when the following 
conditions have been satisfied: 

(a) the entity obtains control of the contribution or the 
right to receive the contribution; 

(b) it is probable that the economic benefits 
comprising the contribution will flow to the entity; 
and 

(c) the amount of the contribution can be measured 
reliably at the fair value of the consideration 
received. 

(ii) Interest  
Revenue from interest is recognised on an accruals 
basis. 

 (iii) Rendering of services  
Revenue from the rendering of a service is recognised 
upon delivery of the service to the customer. 

Impairment of assets 
At the end of each reporting period, the association 
reviews the carrying values of its tangible and intangible 
assets to determine whether there is any indication that 
those assets have been impaired. If such an indication 
exists, the recoverable amount of the asset, being the 
higher of the assets fair value less the costs to sell 
the value-in-use, is compared to the asset’s carrying 
value. Any excess of the asset’s carrying value over its 
recoverable amount is recognised in the statement of 
comprehensive income.  

Cash and cash equivalents 
Cash and cash equivalents includes cash on hand, 
deposits held at call with financial institutions, other 
short-term, highly liquid investments with original 
maturities of three months or less that are readily 
convertible to known amounts of cash and which are 
subject to an insignificant risk of changes in value and 
bank overdrafts. 

Trade receivables 
trade receivables are recognised initially at fair value 
and subsequently measured at amortised cost, less a 
provision for impairment. 

Collectability of trade receivables is reviewed on 
an ongoing basis. Debts which are known to be 
uncollectible are written off. A provision for impairment 
is established when there is objective evidence that 
the entity will not be able to collect all amounts due 
according to the original terms of receivables. the 
amount of the provision is the difference between 
the asset’s carrying amount and the present value of 
estimated future cash flows, discounted at the effective 
interest rate. the amount of the provision is recognised 
in the statement of comprehensive income. 

30 JunE 2011
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Property, plant and equipment 

Recognition and measurement 
each class of property, plant and equipment is carried 
at cost less, where applicable, any accumulated 
depreciation and impairment losses. 

Cost includes expenditure that is directly attributable to 
the acquisition of the asset. purchased software that is 
integral to the functionality of the related equipment is 
capitalised as part of that equipment. 

Gains and losses on disposals are determined by 
comparing proceeds with the carrying amount. these 
are included in the statement of comprehensive income. 

Subsequent costs 
Subsequent costs are included in the asset’s 
carrying amount or recognised as a separate asset, 
as appropriate, only when it is probable that future 
economic benefits associated with the item will flow to 
the entity and the cost of the item can be measured 
reliably. All other repairs and maintenance are charged 
to the statement of comprehensive income during the 
financial period in which they are incurred. 

Depreciation 
the depreciable amount of all fixed assets is depreciated 
on a straight line basis over the asset’s useful life to the 
entity commencing from the time the asset is held ready 
for use. 

the depreciation effective life used for each class of 
depreciable assets is:

plant and equipment = 3-7 years 

the assets’ residual values and useful lives are reviewed, 
and adjusted if appropriate, at the end of each reporting 
period. An asset’s carrying amount is written down 
immediately to its recoverable amount if the asset’s 
carrying amount is greater than its estimated recoverable 
amount. 

Trade and other payables 
trade and other payables represent the liability 
outstanding at the end of the reporting period for goods 
and services received by the entity during the reporting 
period, which remain unpaid. the balance is recognised 
as a current liability with the amounts normally paid 
within 30 days of recognition of the liability. the carrying 
amount of trade and other payables is deemed to reflect 
fair value. 

Employee Benefits 

provision is made for the association’s liability for 
employee benefits arising from services rendered by 
employees to the end of the reporting period. employee 
benefits have been measured at the amounts expected 
to be paid when the liability is settled. 

Provisions 

provisions are recognised when the entity has a legal 
or constructive obligation, as a result of past events, for 
which it is probable that an outflow of economic benefits 
will result and that outflow can be reliably measured. 
provisions recognised represent the best estimate of the 
amounts required to settle the obligation at the end of 
the reporting period.
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2011 2010
$ $

Note 2 - Revenue and other income

Revenue
Donations 3,061 3,850
Grants 187,074 170,230
Other operating revenue 24,401 16,641

214,536 190,721

Other revenue
Interest income - third parties 7,973 5,701

7,973 5,701

Total revenue 222,509 196,422

Note 3 - Cash and cash equivalents

Cash at bank 81,946 94,945
Cash on deposit 110,616 105,272

Total cash and cash equivalents 192,562 200,217

Note 4 - Trade and other receivables

Current
Trade receivables 1,288 1,494
Other receivables 63 500
Prepayments - 7,272

Total current trade and other receivables 1,351 9,266

Note 5 - Property, plant and equipment

Movements in carrying amounts
Plant and 

equipment Total
$ $

At 1 July 2010
Cost 5,635 5,635
Accumulated depreciation and impairment (1,564) (1,564)

Net carrying amount 4,071 4,071

Year ended 30 June 2011
Net carrying amount at 1 July 2010 4,071 4,071
Additions 1,473 1,473
Disposals (1,680) (1,680)
Depreciation charge for the year (865) (865)
Net carrying amount at 30 June 2011 2,999 2,999

At 30 June 2011
Cost 4,782 4,782
Accumulated depreciation and impairment (1,783) (1,783)

Net carrying amount 2,999 2,999
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2011 2010
$ $

Note 6 - Trade and other payables

Current
Trade payables 179 6,139
Liabilities to employees 5,092 9,386
Grants received in advance - 23,818
Other payables 14,687 19,702

Total current trade and other payables 19,958 59,045

Note 7 - Cash flow information

Profit after income tax 22,445 21,582

Add (less) non-cash flows in profit 
Depreciation and amortisation 865 719
Net (gain) loss on disposal of property, plant and equipment 1,681 -

Changes in assets and liabilities
Decrease (increase) in receivables 7,915 (7,422)
Increase (decrease) in payables (39,088) 37,333

Cash flows from operating activities (6,182) 52,212

Note 8 - Events occurring after the reporting period

No material events have occurred after the reporting period. The financial report was authorised for
issue on 10 October 2011 by the members of the Board.

Reconciliation of cash flows from operations with profit after income tax:
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BoaRD’S DeCLaRatIon UnDeR tHe CHaRItaBLe fUnDRaISInG aCt
As at 30 June 2011

the board has determined that the Association is not a reporting entity and that this special purpose financial report 
should be prepared in accordance with the accounting policies in Note 1 to the financial statements.

In the opinion of the board, the financial, report, which comprise the statement of financial positions, statement 
of comprehensive income, statement of changes in equity, statement of cash flows and notes to the financial 
statements:

(a) presents a true and fair view of the financial position of Brain Injury Australia (BIA) Incorporated as at 30 June 2011 
and its performance for the year ended on that date; and

(b) At the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to believe that Brain Injury Australia (BIA) Incorporated 
will be able to pay it’s debts as and when they fall due.

this statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the board and is signed for and on behalf of the board by: 

 Kerry stafford neil Federer
 president treasurer

10 october 2011

In the opinion of the board of Brain Injury Australia (BIA) Incorporated:

(i) the accounts give a true and fair view of all income and expenditure with respect to fundraising appeals for the 
year ended 30 June 2011; and

(ii) the statement of financial positions gives a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the entity with respect to 
fundraising appeals; and

(iii) the provisions of the Charitable Fundraising Act 1991, the regulations under the Act and the conditions attached 
to the authority to fundraise have been complied with; and

(iv) the internal controls exercised by the entity are appropriate and effective in accounting for all income received.

this declaration is made in accordances with a resolution of the board of management and signed for and on behalf 
of the board by: 

 Kerry stafford neil Federer
 president treasurer

10 october 2011
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Report on the Financial Report
We have audited the accompanying financial report, 
being a special purpose financial report, of Brain Injury 
Australia (BIA) Incorporated, which comprises the 
statement of financial position as at 30 June 2011, 
the statement of comprehensive income, statement 
of changes in equity and statement of cash flows for 
the year ended on that date, a summary of significant 
accounting policies, other explanatory notes and the 
statement by members of the board.

Board’s Responsibility for the Financial 
Report
the board of Brain Injury Australia (BIA) Incorporated is 
responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of 
the financial report, and has determined that the basis of 
preparation described in Note 1 is appropriate to meet 
the requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act 
1991 (ACT) and is appropriate to meet the needs of the 
members. the board’s responsibility also includes such 
internal control as the board determines is necessary to 
enable the preparation of a financial report that is free 
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error.

Auditor’s Responsibility
our responsibility is to express an opinion on the 
financial report based on our audit. We conducted our 
audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. 
these Auditing Standards require that we comply 
with relevant ethical requirements relating to audit 
engagements and plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance whether the financial report is free 
from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain 
audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial report. the procedures selected depend 
on the auditor’s judgement, including the assessment 
of the risks of material misstatement of the financial 

report, whether due to fraud or error. In making those 
risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control 
relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation 
of the financial report in order to design audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the entity’s internal control.

An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness 
of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 
accounting estimates made by the board, as well as 
evaluating the overall presentation of the financial report.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is 
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit 
opinion.

Independence
In conducting our audit, we have followed applicable 
independence requirements of Australian professional 
ethical pronouncements.

Auditor’s Opinion
In our opinion, the financial report presents fairly, in all 
material respects, the financial position of Brain Injury 
Australia (BIA) Incorporated as at 30 June 2011 and 
its financial performance for the year then ended in 
accordance with the accounting policies described in 
Note 1 to the financial statements, and the Associations 
Incorporation Act 1991 (ACT).

Report on Other legal and Regulatory Requirements
In addition, our audit report has also been prepared for the members of the Association in accordance with section 
24(2) of the Charitable Fundraising (NSW) Act 1991. Accordingly we have performed additional work beyond that 
which is performed in our capacity as auditors pursuant to the Associations Incorporation Act 1991 (ACt). these 
additional procedures included obtaining an understanding of the internal control structure for fundraising appeal 
activities and examination, on a test basis, of evidence supporting compliance with the accounting and associated 
record keeping requirements for fundraising appeal activities pursuant to the Charitable Fundraising (NSW) Act 1991 
and Regulations.

It should be noted that the accounting records and data relied upon for reporting on fundraising appeal activities are 
not continuously audited and do not necessarily reflect after the event accounting adjustments and the normal year 
end financial adjustments for such matters as accruals, prepayments, provisioning and valuations necessary for year 
end financial report preparation.

the performance of our statutory audit included a review of internal controls for the purpose of determining the 
appropriate audit procedures to enable an opinion to be expressed on the financial report. this review is not a 
comprehensive review of all those systems or of the system taken as a whole and is not designed to uncover all 
weaknesses in those systems.

the audit opinion expressed in this report pursuant to the Charitable Fundraising (NSW) Act 1991 has been formed 
on the above basis.

Auditor’s opinion
pursuant to the requirements of Section 24(2) of the Charitable Fundraising (NSW) Act 1991 we report that, in our 
opinion:

a) the financial report gives a true and fair view of the financial result of fundraising appeal activities for the financial 
year ended 30 June 2011; and

b) the financial report has been properly drawn up, and the associated records have been properly kept for the period 
1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011, in accordance with the Charitable Fundraising (NSW) Act 1991 and Regulations; and

c) money received as a result of fundraising appeal activities conducted during the period 1 July 2010 to 30 June 
2011 has been properly accounted for and applied in accordance with the Charitable Fundraising (NSW) Act 1991 
and Regulations; and

d) at the date of this report there are reasonable grounds to believe that Association will be able to pay its debts as 
and when they become due and payable.

 stewart, Brown and co. s.J. Hutcheon
 Chartered Accountants partner

10 october 2011
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Brain Injury Australia works nationally to 
ensure that all people living with Acquired 
Brain Injury have access to the supports 
and resources they need to optimise their 
social and economic participation. 
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